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“Believers Baptism”

Introduction: For at least eight messages we have spoken on the subject of the CHURCH. In theological terms this is the study of the Doctrine of Ecclesiology.
	
By instruction and by example, Christ instituted two ordinances for the New Testament church, BAPTISM and COMMUNION. 

BAPTISM symbolizes our identification in Christ after salvation. Baptism occurs only once following our salvation. 
COMMUNION symbolizes our fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Communion is continued as a reminder of what Christ did for us on the cross.

Now while BAPTISM speaks of UNION, the LORD'S SUPPER speaks of COMMUNION. Though our union is eternally secure, communion is constantly renewed and repeated. Communion has to do with our continuing fellowship. In I Corinthians 11: 26, we read "For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come."

From the Word of God we recognize that there is a divine order of operation: SALVATION, THEN BAPTISM. 

First: In Matthew 28:19-20 we see this order as salvation, baptism and then teaching. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: (20) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:”

Second: From Acts 2:41-42, we should recognize and accept the divine order as SALVATION, BAPTISM, CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, and then the LORD'S SUPPER. “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. (42) And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” If you take this divine order out of order, you have theological disorder! For example:

To place baptism before salvation means you have gone from SALVATION by GRACE through FAITH, to BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. This would be salvation by works which we know is not Biblical.
If this order is correct, then you cannot participate in the Lord's Supper until after baptism and church membership. Is not the divine order SALVATION, BAPTISM, CHURCH MEMBERSHIP and then the LORD'S SUPPER? Or, do we, for the sake of convenience allow them to take place out of order? I SHOULD SAY NOT! I believe it is against God’s divine ordinance to allow the sequence to be salvation, Lord's Supper, church membership, and then, maybe baptism. There is an order given that I believe has a divine purpose. The order is: SALVATION, BAPTISM, CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, and then the LORD'S SUPPER.

Now I realize that I am preaching a very controversial message. Yes, even on the subject of baptism. 

There are those who do not believe in baptism. 
There are those who believe in infant baptism.
There are those who believe in Baptismal Regeneration which means you are saved by the act of baptism.
There are those who believe in baptism by immersion.
There are those who believe in baptism by sprinkling.

Therefore, in order to include as much as possible in this message on Baptism, let me ask a series of questions and then proceed to give the scriptural answer.

NUMBER 1: WHAT DOES THE WORD BAPTISM MEAN? The best place to begin our study of BAPTISM is by a careful consideration of the Greek word BAPTIZO, the intensive form of the verb BAPTO. By definition, you will ALWAYS find that the word BAPTIZO means "TO DIP" or "TO IMMERSE."

There is a Greek word RHANTIZO which means "TO SPRINKLE," but you will never find it used in connection with the ordinance of baptism.

The early church fathers referred to baptism as immersion. 

Philip Schaf, the great church historian, who himself was a member of a denomination that practiced sprinkling of infants, said, "Finally, so far as it respects the mode and manner of outward baptizing, there can be no doubt that immersion, and not sprinkling, was the original normal form."

Luther, Calvin, and many of the great reformers agreed that the early Church practiced immersion, though they themselves felt it unimportant.

Moreover, archaeologists who have examined the ruins of the earliest church buildings tell that they were equipped with baptisteries designed for the immersion of those who were converted to the Christian faith.

NUMBER 2: DOES WATER BAPTISM SAVE? Another way of asking this question is, “Does water baptism wash away sin?” “Does it contribute in any way to the new birth?” There are those who believe in what is called BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. Those who hold to "baptismal regeneration" find support for their position in a number of passages.

First: In John 3:5 we read, “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” Notice the phrase, "Except a man be born of water..." This by some is understood to mean water baptism. This is theologically incorrect because the very next verse interprets what water and Spirit birth are. Notice verse 6, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

Now, water to the Greeks is connected with the source of life and child bearing. They understand that all babies are incased in a water sack. The expression born of the water has reference not to baptism, but rather to a physical birth. The phrase born of the spirit has reference to a SECOND BIRTH, a Birth from above, the NEW BIRTH. Nicodemus needed a new birth.

In verse 7 notice the last phase "Ye must be born again." The phase born again is the word for regeneration meaning new birth, a birth from above. This is the birth that God brings about in our lives the moment we receive Christ as our Saviour.

Second: In Acts 2:38 we read, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” When it says, "Repent and be baptized ... for the remission of sins," what does it mean? Now the Greek word "EIS," translated “FOR” in the English, is used more than 1700 times in the Greek New Testament. It may also be translated "WITH A VIEW TO" or "BECAUSE". In other words, we could read it "Repent and be baptized...because of the remission of sins." Acts 2:38 does not teach that one gets baptized in order to be saved, but "BECAUSE" of the remission of sins. THE BAPTISM WAS PERFORMED BEAUSE SINS HAD ALREADY BEEN FORGIVEN, NOT TO GET THEM TO BE FORGIVEN.

Third: In I Peter 3:20-21 we read, “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a- preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. (21) The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” Here Peter says baptism is an ANTITYPE of Noah's deliverance by water. The word "FIGURE" literally means "ANTITYPE."
The ark in Noah's day was a type of Christ. Because Noah was in the Ark, he was saved. The water didn't save him. The ark did. The water simply testified that Naoh was saved by the ark. The resurrected Christ in Peter's day was the ark. When the believer passed through the waters of baptism he was identifying himself with the resurrected Christ. The believer demonstrated to the scoffers he was in the ark of safety, Jesus Christ.

Just as the flood clearly showed who were saved and unsaved in Noah's day, the baptismal waters show who is saved and unsaved today. In others words, baptism is a picture of your testimony to the outside world that you are safe in your ark--the Lord Jesus Christ.

NUMBER 3: WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? The Bible makes it very clear that baptism is to follow our salvation as a testimony of the saving work of Christ. In the book of Acts there is no instance where believers were not baptized. There is not one instance in the whole book of Acts where a believer ever got saved who did not follow the Lord in baptism, THAT FACT IMPLIES THAT ALL BELIEVES ARE TO BE BAPTIZED.

In Acts 2:41 three thousand were saved and baptized in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost.
In Acts 8:12 Philip was very earnest about baptism in his evangelistic endeavors.
In Acts 8:36 the Ethiopian eunuch whom Philip lead to Christ was immediately baptized.
In Acts 15:18	 Ananias baptized Paul upon his conversion.
In Acts 10:47-48 Cornelious’ household were baptized immediately upon their conversion.
In Acts 16:14-15 Lydia and her household were baptized immediately upon their conversion.
In Acts16:31-33 the Philippian jailer and his household were baptized upon their conversion. In fact it was done the very night they were saved. 
In Acts 18:8 Crispus and his household were baptized upon conversion.
In Acts 19:5 the disciples of John were baptized upon their conversion.
In I Corinthians 1:14-17 the Apostle Paul lists folks he had baptized.

Now, in view of the command of Jesus to baptize, and in view of the overwhelming evidence of baptism immediately upon conversion, we can only conclude that the ordinance was regarded with a great deal of importance by the New Testament Church. Notice two of these conversion-baptism experiences.

In Acts 8:26-40 we have the story of the conversion of the Ethiopian treasure. This man was reading from Isaiah 53, when Philip came by. It was here that this deacon preached unto this man Jesus. In verses 35-38 we read, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. (36) And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? (37) And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (38) And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”As a result of his faith in verse 38 he was baptized. So the order is - Salvation then Baptism.

In Acts 16:29-33 we have the conversion and the baptism of the Philippian Jailer and his household. “Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, (30) And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? (31) And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. (32) And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. (33) And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” Again, the order was: Salvation came first, then came Baptism. ONLY BELIEVERS HAVE THE RIGHT AND PRIVILEDGE TO BE BAPTISED.

NUMBER 4: WHY SHOULD WE BE BAPTIZED. I believe this is answered for us in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: (20) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:” The word "GO" is in the Greek imperative tense, a tense of command, DO IT!

He commands us to go and disciple people, that is reach them with the gospel. Baptism is the very next step and is a part of that command. Jesus did not leave it up to us. Now, that we are saved and going to Heaven, we will be baptized. He presents it squarely as a commandment, so that a person has to disobey God if he refuses to be baptized. 

Again, I ask if we are concerned about the first part of the command, and we are so concerned about the third part, that of teaching which is part of the command, then why not the second part which is also part of the command?

NUMBER 5: WHEN SHOULD WE BE BAPTIZED? Nowhere does scripture teach INFANT baptism, but I do believe scripture teaches INSTANT baptism. There is no probationary period set forth in the Bible.  

If you read all the passages I have mentioned in the book of Acts, you will find baptism was performed on the "Same day" or the "Same hour of the night" as salvation came.

I am all for instructing those in the matter of Bible Baptism. Once you know that you have been born again through faith in the finished work of Christ, then what hinders you from being baptized right away? ABSOLUTELY NOTHING!

NUMBER 6: WHAT IS THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF BELIEVERS BAPTISM? Let me point out two great passages of Scripture in answer to this question.

First: In Romans 6:3-4 we read, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? (4) Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” The baptism of Romans 6 is not WATER baptism but Spirit Baptism. When we are saved, we are identified with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ by the baptizing work of the Spirit.

Now WATER BAPTISM by IMMERSION is a good picture of the Holy Spirit's baptism. A good illustration would be that of taking a cloth and dipping it or immersing it into a dye. The cloth would now have a NEW IDENTITY.

Second: In I Corinthians 10:1-4 we read, “Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; (2) And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; (3) And did all eat the same spiritual meat; (4) And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” This passage makes it clear concerning baptism as an identification. This figure of Israel's passage through the sea teaches us three things involved in submitting to Baptism. Israel declares that they were through with the slavery of Egypt forever, and were now to follow the Lord all the way. Paul compares this to Baptism. 

Baptism testifies to an experience: When a believer goes under the waters of baptism and comes up again, he thereby testifies that he by faith in Jesus Christ has been saved, through the death and burial and resurrection of the Savior. OUR BAPTISM IS OUR PUBLIC DECLARATION THAT WE ARE THROUGH WITH THE OLD LIFE FOREVER.
Baptism is our sincere confession that we are unable to save ourselves. We are dependent upon the grace of God.
Baptism announces a new walk. We announce our separation from the world. When Israel passed through the sea, they turned their backs forever upon Egypt and set their face toward the Canaan land. 

In the early days of the church, this act of declaration really meant something. Christianity was unpopular in those days, and uniting with believers meant PERSECUTION and SUFFERING. Believers were despised and hated. Baptism was the one act which definitely identified one as a Christian. As long as a person only gathered with believers, he was tolerated. But once he had declared his faith in Christ by being baptized and declared, “I too belong to this despised company," he burned his bridges behind him, and was, as a result, persecuted and hated. IT IS STILL SO IN HEATHEN LANDS.

Let me bring this study to a conclusion. Even though Baptism has no power to save us from our sins, it is important in the life of the believer. The Lord Jesus Christ gave His disciples the clear command in Matthew 28:19-20. "Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations…” Do we not obey the command here in the matter of soul winning and missions? Then, let us also obey the second part of the command which is, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

Again, let’s return to Acts 2:41-42 where we read of the results of the Day of Pentecost. “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. (42) And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. (43) And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.” The 3,000 people converted on the Day of Pentecost should serve as models for us.

They BELIEVED.
They were BAPTIZED.
They gathered for instruction.
They broke bread with one another, and 
They prayed together.

Baptism is important. It's a testimony to the believer's IDENTIFICATION with Christ. If you know Him as Saviour, the Lord commands you to be baptized and to identify with a local assembly of believers who meet for the preaching of the Word, the administration of the ordnances and the fellowship of God's people. If you are born again, but have not been baptized, or have not united with a local church, especially here at Green Street Baptist Chapel, I urge you to do so. Yes, just as baptism is important, so is church membership.

Perhaps you have never accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour. If that is true, I would remind you that salvation through a personal belief in Christ is first and foremost. Admit your spiritual need. Acknowledge that the Lord Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for your sins. Agree that He arose from the dead as proof that the death penalty was paid in full. Then receive Him. In other words, by an act of FAITH, place your trust in Him. The Bible says in I Corinthians 10:9 and 13, "... if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved… and "…whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

***********************************************
If God has spoken to your heart after reading the sermon "Believers Baptism” then right now talk to God about what He has spoken to you. 

Do you have the assurance that one day you will go to heaven? If you have no assurance that you know Jesus Christ, then I trust you will decide to accept Him as your personal Savior. The Bible tells us in 

Acts 16:31, “...Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved...” 
Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
This prayer is here for those who need to ask Jesus to be their personal Savior: “I do want to go to Heaven. I know I am a sinner, and I do believe Jesus Christ died for me. I realize I cannot buy this great salvation, nor can I earn it. Knowing Jesus died on the cross and arose from the grave to pay my sin debt and to purchase my salvation, I do now trust Him as my Savior, and from this moment on I am completely depending on Him for my salvation.”
If you made the decision to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior let me know? Please send an e-mail to, pdmikBBM@aol.com and I will send you some literature that will help you in your Christian life.
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